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"We know that healthy societies include a wide mix of voices, yet millions of women around the world are being silenced and their potential cramped.
The current solidarity movements have to be a tipping point for accountability; an end to impunity and the cyclical poverty of women in both rural and urban areas. Lively political activism from both men and women must target change for those who need it most".
Message from UN Women Executive Director
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, 2018 2019 theme: Think equal, build smart, innovate for change International Women's Day (IWD) is an annual event observed on 8 March. It is a global day celebrating the economic, political and social achievements of women past, present and future. The day also marks a call to action for accelerating gender parity. In some places like China, Russia, Vietnam and Bulgaria, IWD is a national holiday. The origins of IWD started when Suffragettes campaigned for women's right to vote. The word 'Suffragette' is derived from the word "suffrage" meaning the right to vote. IWD honours the work of the Suffragettes, celebrates women's success, and reminds of inequities still to be redressed. IWD has occurred for well over a century, with the first gathering in 1911 and supported by over a million people in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland. Today, IWD is not a specific country, group or organization but belongs to all groups collectively everywhere. This collection highlights the analyses of women, law and poverty and speak to long-standing and ongoing feminist concerns: the importance of historically informed research, the relevance to the experience of inequality and injustice, the specificity of the experience of poor women and poor mothers, the implications of changes to social policy; and possibilities for social change. 
WOMEN
